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CL MISCELLANEOUS RECOMMENDATIONS
(a) Separation of Burma; (6) Backward Tracts

Of the other recommendations, the proposal for the
separation of Burma from India was important. It was
argued that the existence of fundamental differences between
Burma and other Indian Provinces cannot be denied and
that her association with India under a single Government
had been a matter of administrative convenience. Two
main reasons for the separation of Burma from India are :
(i) the politically-conscious Burmans are in favour of such
a measure; (2) the constitutional difficulty of finding
Burma a satisfactory place in any centralized system de-
signed to advance the realization of responsible government
in British India.

As regards the future Constitution of Burma, its goal
would be self-government, but in such stages as the special
circumstances would permit. Since the reformed Govern-
ment of India would not be in a position to assume full
responsibility towards Burma, it was proposed that the
Province should have direct relations with London instead
of New Delhi. It is through London that Burma would
secure necessary co-ordination with India.

The Commission were so impressed with the urgency of
effecting the separation that it was urged that a declara-
tion announcing the change should be made as early as
possible.

But, in accordance with the change in the procedure
of dealing with the Report of the Commission, a Round
Table Conference consisting of representatives from Burma
alone was held in London. We shall have occasion to refer
to its proceedings in the next chapter.

Another important recommendation of the Commission
was in regard to the future administration and welfare of
what are known as " backward tracts/' The total extent
of these tracts in British India (excluding Burma) is about